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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

December 17, 2019

Director of Utah Division of Water Resources Appointed
SALT LAKE CITY – Todd D. Adams has been appointed to head the Utah Division of Water
Resources. Department of Natural Resources Executive Director Brian Steed selected Adams to
replace Eric Millis who retired after nearly 32 years with the division, six of those as the
director.
Adams started his career with the division in 1990 after graduating from Utah State University
with both a bachelor’s degree and a master’s degree in civil engineering. He has served as the
division’s deputy director since 2013. Before being promoted to deputy director, he was the
assistant director since 2006.
“Todd has a wealth of experience that will serve our state well as we look to manage this critical
resource,” said Steed. “He is well respected in the water industry, and he will continue to look
for ways to stretch and best manage our water supply.”
Throughout his career, Adams worked on various projects that support the division’s mission
to “plan, conserve, develop and protect Utah’s water resources” including water demand and
supply modeling for the Wasatch Front, the State of Utah as well as individual river models.
“We would run ‘what-if’ scenarios to look at what water could be used and how those potential
scenarios would affect the river system,” said Adams.
Adams also managed the hydrology and computer application section from 2000 to 2006 where
they built computer programs to automate processes. Not only were the calculations more
repeatable and accurate, but they also resulted in significant time savings.
“At the beginning of my career, it would take a team of engineers days crunching numbers with
cookbook processes, maps, spreadsheets and rules of thumb, and sometimes you’d get different
interpretations you would have to reconcile,” said Adams. “Now, the computer performs those
calculations in seconds.”
When Adams started with the division, Utah’s population was about 1.73 million. Fast-forward
29 years and Utah has added almost 1.4 million people, pushing the population to over 3
million. The growth is expected to continue, making water conservation increasingly important
to the division’s mission.
-more-
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“The secret is out. Utah is a great place to live,” said Adams. “People want to stay here. And
they’re also moving here, and they don’t bring water with them. We are working to balance
those needs with increased conservation efforts, improved efficiency, water development
projects, ag conversion and more. We have to have a multi-faceted approach.”
The division will also continue working with state officials to respond to Utah’s water needs.
Adams isn’t a new face at the State’s Capitol. In 2009, he started serving as the division’s
legislative liaison. Over the years, Adams has helped legislators shape many bills including
canal safety, water conservation, secondary metering and more.
“I’m a believer in our division’s mission to ‘plan, conserve, develop and protect Utah’s water
resources,’” said Adams. “We will take a look at what we’re doing and look for ways to do it
better and make sure it’s in harmony with our mission. We have great staff, and I’ve been
fortunate to have been mentored by our outgoing director who left things running very
smoothly.”
Additional Background
● Member of the Bear River Commission Technical Advisory Committee
● Management Committee Member for the Upper Colorado River Endangered Fish
Recovery Program
● Utah Water Users Association Workshop Planning Committee Member
● Member of Utah State University’s College of Engineering & Industrial Advisory Board
as well as USU’s Civil & Environmental Engineering Industrial Advisory Board
● Served as the division’s cloud seeding coordinator for six years. (The state has been
cloud seeding since the early 1950s to augment the state’s water supply.)
About the Division of Water Resources
The Utah Division of Water Resources is one of seven divisions housed under the Department
of Natural Resources. Tasked with planning, conserving, developing and protecting Utah’s
water resources, the Division of Water Resources serves as Utah’s water steward. Visit
water.utah.gov to learn more about the division.
###
For more information, contact Kim Wells, public information officer, at 801.803.0336 or email
kimwells@utah.gov.
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