
Utah Water Conditions 
(drought webinar)

Thank you to our contributors

The meeting will begin shortly



Utah Water 
Conditions Update

February 18, 2025



Precipitation 7 day history

Agency - Utah Climate Center
Presenter - Jon Meyer

The storm track 
has re-focused on 
Utah, spreading 
precipitation 
events statewide 
over the last week.



Precipitation (30-day Summary)

Agency - Utah Climate Center
Presenter - Jon Meyer

Despite the 
recent storm 
cycle, all but 
Northern Utah 
remains behind 
average over the 
last 30 days.

But positive to 
see some 
moisture down 
in the southern 
and central 
regions.

30-day Standardized Precipitation Index (SPI)



Snow Cover Change

Agency - Utah Climate Center
Presenter - Jon Meyer

Current Observations

Feb 04 Conditions



Short-Term Drought Pressure

Agency - Utah Climate Center
Presenter - Jon Meyer

Positive trends have played out in 
the recent weeks, but short-term 
drought conditions remain in 
play.

What questions remain:

Will storm activity continue?

Will the southern and central 
counties benefit from storm 
activity??



CPC Weeks 3-4 Outlook

Agency - Utah Climate Center
Presenter - Jon Meyer



CPC 3-month Outlook (monthly and 3-month outlooks have not been updated 
since last webinar)

Agency - Utah Climate Center
Presenter - Jon Meyer



Seasonal Forecast Summary

Agency - Utah Climate Center
Presenter - Jon Meyer

March outlook keeps the familiar north-south 
transition in probability of precipitation being above 
median. 

March-May outlook remains pessimistic for spring 
precipitation exceeding median for much of Utah 

and the Desert Southwest. 



Snowpack

Agency - NRCS Snow Survey



Soil Moisture

Agency - NRCS Snow Survey



Agency - Division of Water Resources w/NRCS data
Presenter - Laura Haskell

Statewide reservoirs are 20% 
higher than average

Southwestern Utah are closer 
to average

No average for Sand Hollow yet



Reservoir Levels

Agency - BOR
Presenter - Gary Henrie



Weather Forecast Office Utah Day 1-7 Outlook

Agency - National Weather Service Weather Forecast Office 
Presenter - Glen Merrill



Weather Prediction Center U.S. Day 3-7 Hazards Outlook 

Agency - National Weather Service Weather Forecast Office
Presenter - Glen Merrill



Climate Prediction Center 8 to 14 Day Outlooks - Temperature

Agency - National Weather Service Weather Forecast Office
Presenter - Glen Merrill



Climate Prediction Center 8 to 14 Day Outlooks - Precipitation

Agency - National Weather Service Weather Forecast Office
Presenter - Glen Merrill



Climate Prediction Center U.S. Week-2 Hazards Outlook

Agency - National Weather Service Weather Forecast Office
Presenter - Glen Merrill



Utah Water Supply Forecasts: Overview

Utah April-July volume forecasts range from below normal to much 
below normal with worst conditions in the southwest part of the state.

Forecasts have decreased significantly across the state since January 
1 and are down an average of 13%.

CBRFC Water Supply Forecasts (kaf)
and %Change in Volume

UTAH
Feb 1

Fcst Vol
%Avg
'91-'20

%Chng
Vol Jan1

Bear-UT/WY St Line 84 77 -10

Weber-Oakley 74 67 -15

Big Cottonwood Ck 27 79 -7

Provo-Woodland 70 73 -14

Duchesne-Tabiona 68 66 -13

Joes Valley Reservoir 44 86 -12

Sevier-Hatch 18 34 -22

Virgin-Virgin 21 38 -25

Flaming Gorge 665 69 0

Lake Powell 4300 67 -17



Utah Water Supply Forecasts: Overview

Utah April-July volume forecasts range from below normal to much 
below normal with worst conditions in the southwest part of the state.

While forecasts are still below average, this past storm is showing 
some improvement throughout most of the basin.

CBRFC Water Supply Forecasts (kaf)
and %Change in Volume

UTAH
Feb 17

Fcst Vol
%Avg
'91-'20

%Chng
Vol Jan1

Bear-UT/WY St Line 93 86 -1

Weber-Oakley 87 78 -4

Big Cottonwood Ck 29 87 1

Provo-Woodland 85 88 1

Duchesne-Tabiona 78 76 -3

Joes Valley Reservoir 46 90 -8

Sevier-Hatch 18 34 -22

Virgin-Virgin 25 44 -19

Flaming Gorge 750 78 9

Lake Powell 5089 80 -4



 Bear River Basin 

Forecast Range: 50-80%
Shaded areas Feb 1 
CBRFC model snow % 
normal

Volume that has a 10% 
chance of being exceeded 
(58 KAF)

Volume that has a 90% 
chance of being exceeded
(23 KAF)

most probable scenario 
(31 KAF/ 84% Avg)

8000-9000 ft 
7000-8000 ft
5300-7000 ft

80% of normal

76% of normal

41% of normal



 Bear River Basin 

Forecast Range: 50-80%
Shaded areas Feb 17 
CBRFC model snow % 
normal

raw guidance median
 (35 KAF/ 95% Avg)

8000-9000 ft 
7000-8000 ft
5300-7000 ft

95% of normal

100% of normal

74% of normal



Current Streamflow Conditions

Agency - USGS Utah WSC
Presenter - Ryan Rowland



Streamflow at 
Selected Gages

Agency - USGS Utah WSC
Presenter - Ryan Rowland



Streamflow at 
Selected Gages

Agency - USGS Utah WSC
Presenter - Ryan Rowland



Agency - USGS Utah WSC
Presenter - Ryan Rowland



Agency - USGS Utah WSC
Presenter - Ryan Rowland



To report on conditions between meetings:

Submit a report on CMOR drought website
Email Lhaskell@utah.gov
email drought@utah.gov

mailto:Lhaskell@utah.gov
mailto:drought@utah.gov

