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S.B. 110: Water as Part of the General Plan 

Requires most municipalities and all counties to amend their general plans to address how land use 
planning impacts water use by December 2025 (17-27a-403). 

Four main requirements: 

1. The effect of permitted development or development patterns on water demand and water 
infrastructure. 

2. Methods of reducing water demand and per capita water use for existing development. 

3. Methods of reducing water demand and per capita water use for future development. 

4. Opportunities for the municipality to modify operations to eliminate practices or conditions that 
waste water. 
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Introduction 
• Regional Basin 

• The Great Salt Lake 

• Regional Reduction Goals 



 
  

 
        
         

     

 
    

       
    

    

  
   

   

   

    

     
     

Pleasant Grove’s 
Existing Water Context 
• Culinary Water 

• Sources – 2 springs & 11 wells (only 6 operational) 
• Storage – 4 tanks, 2 wells, 1 spring, 5 river diversions 

• Both are adequate for current needs 

• Irrigation Water 
• 90% of connections are residential 
• Secondary metering & tiered rate structure near completion 

• Current demand exceeds infrastructure capacity 

• Water Rights & Water Shares 

Addressing the 
“Aqui-phant” in the Room 

• Water rights are over-allocated 

• Natural replenishment/Lack there-of
(drought) 

• Long-term water security at risk 

• Coordinated regional action needed to 
protect recharge zones and limit overuse 



 
 
 

        
 

  
        

  
      

   
    

Pleasant Grove’s 
Water Challenges 

• Approaching Build-out 
• Ensuring infrastructure capacity, water demand, and service levels 

remain balanced 

• Water-Intensive Landscaping Traditions 
• Large lot, large lawn areas with high water use 

• Culinary System Strain 
• Unmetered water loss – leaks and public properties 

• Building a Conservation Culture 
• Landscape standards and rebate programs 



   
  

 

   
 

  
 

   
 

Land Use & Water 
• Existing Land Use 

• Residential 
• Commercial 
• Institutional 
• Industrial 
• Parks & Open Space 

• Mixed Use 

• Future Use Changes 
• The Grove 

• Parks & Open Space 

• Mixed Use 



 

   
    

   
  

   

 
   

  

   

   

     
 

     
    

 

                
         

Landscaping Standards 
To address long-term outdoor water demand, the City should prioritize establishing clear, enforceable guidelines that support 
water-efficient site design – especially for multifamily residential and non-residential uses. 

A Landscaping Standard typically… 

Supports: Limits: Requires : 
• Promotes green infrastructure 

and Low Impact Design (LID) 

• Promotion of water-wise, 
drought-tolerate plant 
selection 

• Limitations on turf in narrow, 
hard-to-irrigate spaces 

• Limitations on ponds, pools, or 
other features that promote 
unnecessary evaporation 

• Restrictions on “zero-scapes” 
and artificial turf 

• Requirements for drip irrigation 

• Requirements for irrigation 
controllers 



  
 

       
        

       
     

       
     

        
      

       
        

       
      
     

Forecasting the Future 
Water Budget: 
• A water budget compares the water a 

community will need in the future with the 
amount it can reliably provide, helping ensure 
sufficient supply as the City grows. 

• Based on projected increases in residential units 
and non-residential connections by 2050, 
Pleasant Grove City is expected to NOT have 
enough drinking water to meet average 
demand 

• Currently, there isn’t enough data to determine 
a reliable supply for secondary water use. The 
water budget may be updated to include 
outdoor demand as usage data becomes 
available through the secondary metering 
project. 
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Reducing Water Waste 
. Appliance Upgrades & Leak Repairs 

. Increased Irrigation Efficiency 

. Landscape Design 

. Water-Efficient Land Use Patterns 

. Water Conservation Pricing 

. Education and Outreach 



 
      

    
   

      
    

    
    

     
    
   
      

      
    

   
   

     
       

      
      

Looking Forward 
• Moving the Needle Further: Ideas to Explore 

• Minimize Barriers: Keep water-efficient landscaping 
accessible for all residents. 

• Expand Data Access: Provide residents with easy 
access to water usage data. 

• *Enhance Program Participation: Promote rebate 
and education programs like Localscapes. 

• Water Conservation Pricing: Adjust rates to 
encourage conservation while remaining affordable. 

• Incentivize Water-Wise Development: Incentivize 
multi-family and common areas with efficient 
landscaping. 

• Lead by Example: Convert City landscapes to low-
water plantings and showcase models. 

• Post-Occupancy Outreach: Support long-term 
conservation after landscape installation. 

• Regional Collaboration: Continue to support 
regional collaboration with the North Utah County 
Aquifer Council (NUCAC) and establish stronger 
regional collaborations with other agencies and 
municipalities. 
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