
Utah Water Conditions
(drought webinar)

The meeting will begin shortly

Thank you to our contributors



Utah Water 
Conditions Update

April 21, 2026



Drought Condition Summary

Agency - Utah Climate Center
Presenter - Jon Meyer



Temperature Summary

Agency - Utah Climate Center
Presenter - Jon Meyer



Precipitation Summary

Agency - Utah Climate Center
Presenter - Jon Meyer



Recent Evaporative Demand

Agency - Utah Climate Center
Presenter - Jon Meyer



Drought Metrics

Agency - Utah Climate Center
Presenter - Jon Meyer



Drought Metrics

Have these counties 
seen any short-term 
relief? 

Personal 
experiences 
matching this?

Agency - Utah Climate Center
Presenter - Jon Meyer



EDDI Outlook

Agency - Utah Climate Center
Presenter - Jon Meyer



Climate Predictions Center May Outlook

Agency - Utah Climate Center
Presenter - Jon Meyer



Climate Predictions Center Spring & Summer Outlook

Agency - Utah Climate Center
Presenter - Jon Meyer



Snowpack

Agency - NRCS
Presenter – Jordan Clayton



Soil Moisture & Snowmelt Forecasts

Agency – NRCS
Presenter – Jordan Clayton



Statewide Reservoirs

Statewide reservoir storage is 72%

Similar to two weeks ago

10% below last year

Agency - Utah Division of Water Resources
Presenter – Laura Haskell



Reservoir Storage

System storage: 79% full
(Excluding Powell, Flaming Gorge, Fontenelle)
~3.3% higher than last month (75%)
~10% lower than last year (~89%)
~2% higher than the 22-year average (~76%)

Basin storage: 47-83% full
Weber, Price/San Rafael, Duchesne, Upper Green>med.
Bear, Provo <median

Reservoir storage: 23-99% full
15/30 >30-year median
centered ~50th percentile

Outlook
storage increasing
early runoff
unlikely fill

Agency - USBR
Presenter – Gary Henrie



Reservoir Storage

Agency - USBR
Presenter – Gary Henrie



Reservoir Storage

How do our current reservoir and runoff 
conditions compare to past years?

Reservoir empty space vs runoff forecast
Current conditions vs past years and did the reservoirs fill 
in past similar years?
– Green = yes
– Yellow = some did/didn’t
– Red = no

Agency - USBR
Presenter – Gary Henrie



From Summer Back To Spring

Agency – National Weather Service
Presenter – Christine Kruse



Day 1 to 7 Outlook

Agency – National Weather Service
Presenter – Christine Kruse



Day 3 to 7 Hazards

Agency – National Weather Service
Presenter – Christine Kruse



8 to 14 Day Outlooks - Temperature

Agency – National Weather Service
Presenter – Christine Kruse



8 to 14 Day Outlooks - Precipitation

Agency – National Weather Service
Presenter – Christine Kruse



U.S Week-2 Hazards Outlook

Agency – National Weather Service
Presenter – Christine Kruse



3 – 4 Week Outlook

Agency – National Weather Service
Presenter – Christine Kruse



3 – 4 Week Outlook

Agency – National Weather Service
Presenter – Christine Kruse



4/7/2026 4/20/2026

18 vs 31 (+13)

22 vs 28 (+6)

30 vs 11 (-19)

Colorado Basin River Forecast Center
Presenter – Jorge Gonzalez



Hydrologic conditions have not 
improved since 4/7 despite some 
periods of active weather.

Forecasts range from 11% (Springville; 
700 East, Provo) to 64% (Smiths Fork, 
Bear) of normal.



Ten Highest Forecast Points



Ten Lowest Forecast Points





Current Streamflows

bad data point

Provisional data, subject to revision

*Sites must have 
at least 20 years 
of streamflow 
record to be 
ranked.

Agency - USGS Utah WSC
Presenter - Ryan Rowland



Streamflows at 
Selected Gages

Agency - USGS Utah WSC
Presenter - Ryan Rowland



Streamflows at 
Selected Gages

Agency - USGS Utah WSC
Presenter - Ryan Rowland



Streamflows at 
Selected Gages

Agency - USGS Utah WSC
Presenter - Ryan Rowland



Great Salt Lake Water Surface Elevations
Daily Values
04/19/2026

South Arm 
(Saltair gage): 
4192.2’
May have peaked in 
early April 4,192.6’

North Arm 
(Saline gage): 
4,191.3’
May have peaked in 
early April at 4191.6’

Agency - USGS Utah WSC
Presenter - Ryan Rowland



New website – USGS River DroughtCast: Streamflow drought status and forecasts

❑ Shows gages with 
nearly complete 
records for the 40-
year period 1981-2020

❑Machine learning 
model forecasts 
streamflow drought

❑Website includes links 
to detailed 
descriptions of 
methodology

Agency - USGS Utah WSC
Presenter - Ryan Rowland



U.S. Drought Monitor Map - Utah
April 14, 2026

(Released April 16, 2026)
Valid 7 a.m. EST

To report on conditions between meetings:

Submit a report on CMOR drought website
Email Lhaskell@utah.gov
email drought@utah.gov

mailto:Lhaskell@utah.gov
mailto:drought@utah.gov
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